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wisdom, conveying the supposed fact, that
from hence learning was carried away
by the Arabs and Egyptians from the
shores of India, Bate having been long
the great mart of commerce for other
nations, both from the east and south.

Bate, is a low island of inconsiderable
size, forming the extreme northernly
point of the Surashtra peninsula. A
small town, a pretty clump of cocoa nut
palms, and two clusters of temples, deco-
rated with red flags, is all that can be seen
from the sea. The inhabitants dislike the
landing of strangers ; which is not always
practicable however, from heavy surf,
and strong currents running near shore.
The sands are firm and extensive, and
beyond them stretch low rocks, covered
with fine coral, and great varieties of
scarce and beautiful shells, offering great
inducements to conchologists, and render-
ing very intelligible, the ancient title of
Sankha-dhara.

An island to the right of Bate appears